
 

 
Health checks for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

MBS Items  #704,  #706,  #708,  #710 
 
Key Points: 

 Comprehensive health check for people of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin, 
undertaken by a medical practitioner.  

 Aboriginal Health Workers, practice nurses and other health professionals may assist. 
 Child aged 0-14 inclusive - #708  ($179.15) 
 Adult aged 15-54 inclusive - #710 ($213.50) 
 Older person aged 55+ in consulting room - #704  ($179.15) 
 Older person aged 55+ not in consulting room, hospital or residential aged care facility - #706 

($253.30) 
 

Resources 

 Fact sheet  

 Questions and answers  

Other Resources/Links  
 

 Link to child health check proforma 
 Link to adult health check proforma 
 Link to older person’s health check proforma 
 Follow up allied health services for people who have had an MBS Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander health check 
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/allied_health_ATSI_descent  

 Follow up practice nurse services for people who have had an MBS Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander health check http://www.sdgp.com.au/client_images/254520.pdf  

 Medicare Australia – indigenous health 
http://www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/provider/patients/indigenous.jsp  

 Department of Human Services – Koori health www.health.vic.gov.au/koori  
 MBS Online http://www.health.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/Medicare-

Benefits-Schedule-MBS-1 
 Electronic templates to Import into your software: 

http://www.monashdivision.com.au/resources/templates.htm        or  
http://www.nevdgp.org.au/?content=14&PHPSESSID=450227ebe1dee8d5b99683f467be9c20#Health%2
0Assess 
  

For more information or support please contact the program support staff at Dandenong Casey General 
Practice Association on 8792-1900  

 
Note, all efforts are made to keep this information accurate and up to date however Medicare may change 

their policies with little or no notice. You are advised to search the specific item explanatory notes at 
http://www9.health.gov.au/mbs/search.cfm 
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Medicare Health Checks for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians 

Fact Sheet
The patient�s �usual doctor� should normally decide whether a patient should be offered a health check and undertakes the 
medical parts of the check, after the patient, or their parent or carer, has been given an explanation about what is involved and 
has given their consent. 

Under supervision of the GP, an Aboriginal Health Worker, nurse or other quali�ed health professional can assist the GP in the 
information collection stage of the child or adult health check.

The health check must include:

�     taking the patient�s medical history;

�     examining the patient;

�     undertaking or arranging any required investigations;

�     assessing the patient, using the information gained in the health check;

�     making or arranging any necessary interventions and referrals; and

�     documenting a simple strategy for the good health of the patient.

The simple strategy for good health should identify any services the patient needs and the actions the patient, or parent or 
carer, should take. It should be developed in collaboration with the patient, or parent or carer, and documented in the written 
report on the check that is offered to the patient.  

The Medicare Bene�ts Schedule explanatory notes identify the components that should be included in the patient history, 
matters to consider in the examination and some intervention options. 

This material is only a summary and must be read in conjunction with the Medicare Bene�ts Schedule Book.

For more information visit the Department of Health and Ageing�s website at www.health.gov.au/epc  
or phone the Medicare Australia provider enquiry line on 132 150.  






































