	Patient information:

POLICY ON PRESCRIPTION OF MEDICATIONS



This Practice has in place policy and procedures to identify individuals who seek to procure PBS medications in excess of what is required for their designated condition or specific needs.  

This Policy exists to care for and for the protection of Patients, Community and Doctors.  Please do not be offended if your request is refused under the above conditions.  All of our staff have been instructed to treat our patients with respect and courtesy what ever their requests.  Similarly we ask for respect and courtesy from our patients. 

When prescribing or supplying medications the doctors take all reasonable steps to ensure a therapeutic need exists and Doctors do not prescribe to support drug dependence. 

It the patient’s responsibility to give a complete and accurate medical history to the Doctor and it is an offence not to do so with the purpose of obtaining drugs. 

Prescriptions:

· Patient prescriptions are recorded on computer so that quantities and repeats supplied may be checked. This practice complies with Information Privacy Principles, section 14 of the Privacy Act, 1988. If “stockpiling” is suspected, this practice undertakes to refer the situation to the HIC, who, through their “Prescription Shopping Project” have statutory authority to explore the matter further.

· Patients are advised that an appointment for a consultation is required issue a repeat prescription. 

Supply of PBS Medication for use Overseas:

This practice complies with Government Regulations pertaining to the supply of medicines for overseas use.  Please check with your Doctor well before travelling. 

It is recognized by this practice that it is illegal to supply medications:

· Australian citizens not within the country at the time the prescription is written.

· For use other than the designated purpose for which it was prescribed.

· For anyone other than the person named on the prescription. 

These are considered to be very serious offences under both state and federal law and may be punished by hefty fines and/or jail terms. 

Special Medicines for Overseas travellers:

Vaccines and other prophylactic medicines (e.g. special antimalarials) may not be generally available or only accessible from specialist medical practices or may need to be especially obtained by our practice or local pharmacy on prescription. Some may need to be commenced/injected a month or so before departure. 

Our practice advises that if you are travelling (especially to “off the beaten track” or “exotic” destinations) that patients consult us at least 2 months before departure to ensure that appropriate medication precautions can be taken. 

Drugs of Dependence:

This practice has in place a policy regarding the supply of drugs of dependence (Schedule 11 Drugs) to patients. 

· This includes the following drugs: morphine, pethidine, codeine phosphate, oxycodone, methadone, dextromoramide (Palfium), fentanyl, amphetamines, methylphenidate (e.g. Ritalin), hydromorphone, flunitrazepam, buprenorphine, benzodiazepines, anorectic drugs (Duromine, Tenuate Dospan), dextropropoxyphene (Doloxene, Digesic, Capadex), and anabolic steroids.

As such, should any of the above substances be prescribed, doctors at this practice will undertake to:

· Clearly ascertain the identity of the patient the prescription is for.

· Take all reasonable steps to ensure a genuine therapeutic need exists for the patient themselves.

· Not issue prescriptions to knowingly support a drug addiction.

· Not issue repeat prescriptions unless a pre existing permit from DHS exists for treatment with an S8 drug (as required by the regulations).

· Procure a permit if intending to treat a patient with an S8 drug for a continuous period of greater than 8 weeks.

For patients that are not regular clinic patients the doctor needs to, 

· Consult a previous prescriber

· Contact DHS

· Contact HIC (expand on abbreviations)

· insist on a further means of identification

Doctors must notify DHS if they believe a patient is drug dependent. 

These drugs will be supplied according to the regulations, therefore, 

· supply will be absolutely according to recommended dosage and may be less than normally allowable quantities. 

· such supplies may not qualify for PBS subsidy. 

· the earliest date of next prescription will be clearly recorded and adhered too. 

· Additionally, your pharmacist may be requested to limit supply to daily or a few days at a time.
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