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Summary
Over the course of July and August 2010, Pakistan experienced the worst monsoon-related floods in living history. Assessments of losses and damages are ongoing, but estimates place the number of affected people at more than 14 million. Over 1,200 people have died, and at least 288,000 homes have been destroyed. 
In response to this, the Australian Government elevated AUSASSISTPLAN to Yellow – signifying a heightened state of readiness (standby) and on 23 August activated this to RED With an advance deployment of ADF Primary Health teams leaving Australia.
Situation

The Australian Government (under the auspices of AUSAID and Emergency Management Australia) has offered humanitarian and health care assistance which has been accepted by Pakistan. The need for primary health, paediatrics, maternal and child health and midwifery has been identified as of importance. It is planned that these be delivered by a joint ADF and Civilian assistance team.  Kot Addu to the north of Multan (Punjab Province) has been identified as the focus for Australian humanitarian and health care activities. 
The Pakistan Military is operational within this province to support overseas activities. It is anticipated that a health compound will be established to provide humanitarian and health care assistance.
Request for volunteers

The Department of Health is currently liaising with the Australian Government to develop a targeted register of interested volunteers willing to assist in this response under the auspices of the AusAID.

Volunteer requirements

Clinicians willing to volunteer should be or are willing to be vaccinated for the following:

	· Polio

· Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR)

· Pertussis

· Tetanus

· Rabies

· Hepatitis (A and B)
	· Meningococcal

· Seasonal Influenza

· Typhoid

· Cholera

· Japanese Encephalitis (JE)




Consideration of current mantoux status is desired and also a willingness to undertake prophylaxis for Malaria.
Volunteer considerations

Clinicians wishing to volunteer should also:
1. Consider their fitness (generally fit and healthy with no significant injury or illness)
2. Be available for a deployment timeframe which is currently 30 days

3. Understand the operational environment (30°C overnight with maximum day time temperatures between 45-50°C and 90% humidity)

4. Be able to work within a multidisciplinary team in an austere environment (rural/regional)

Clinicians must have a current passport with at least six months validity and be prepared to submit copies and complete additional registration forms at short notice. Previous aid, overseas or ADF experience is well regarded.
For further information contact:

Victorian Health Emergency Coordination  

vhec@health.vic.gov.au
Information for Peak Bodies
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